ASPS AND ADDERS

shrieked songs against her. But above all she had to contend
with Maurepas, d'Argenson and finally, most treacherous of
all, the comtesse d'Estrades who for a long time nurtured
venomous hate against her under the guise of the tenderest
friendship.

The due de Croy guessed very early that Pompadour
trembled at the machinations of rivals: of a masked ball given
at the hotel de Ville to celebrate the second marriage of the
Dauphin1 to Marie-Josephe de Saxe in February 1747 de Croy
writes: 'I only recognized the King by the anxiety she betrayed
as she saw him passing by the benches. . . ,3 It made her feel
that she must be tireless in drawing upon the resources of her
own fascinations.

Then there came a huge storm in a tea-cup with a Madame
de Tallard, lady-in-waiting to Mesdames the King's daugh-
ters. This Madame de Tallard began by flattering Pompadour,
as she wanted to retain some kind of post near Mesdames.
The charming Madame Henriette did not want her and begged
Pompadour to ask the King to dismiss her. Pompadour did
so, as she wanted to ingratiate herself with Madame Henriette.
Madame de Tallard was furious and revenged herself by
inventing a housemaid's story which she hoped would reach
the ears of the entire royal family. By her machinations there
was circulated an anonymous letter which gave one to believe
that Pompadour had wanted this post for one of her own
protegees in order to spy on the princesses for her own ends.
Pompadour was very upset by this 'abominable calumny* and
wrote a letter to the Queen's lady-in-waiting, the duchesse de
Luynes: sincere devotion to her Majesty is apparent under the
fulsome flatteries of the bad style. In reply the Queen sent her
a few reassuring words.

1 Over the bier of the Dauphiness, who had died after childbed, there
had been an awful wrangle about precedence among the ladies chosen to
sprinkle holy water on the corpse: they nearly came to blows.
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